Do We Just Submit?

For those of us who are Christian believers, when tyranny rules, do we just submit?  After all, Romans 13:1 says “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities,” and 1 Peter 2:13 says “Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do good.”
The short answer: of course!
However, there are caveats.  Certainly, if the magic words “you may not worship God” are invoked by the state, pretty much all pastors feel justified in protesting at that point.  However, are there nuanced triggers before words to that effect?  Perhaps a more valid question to be asked is:
What does it mean to submit to the government?
The answer to that is very different here in America than it is other places;  as such, the answer below comes from the uniquely American viewpoint.  The Biblical passages above are often quoted when people are tempted to not pay their taxes, disobey speed limits, or disregard certain zoning limits.  However, as those of us privileged to live in the US should know, this is not the extent of “submitting” to the government of our country.  Because of the democratic process we have in place, and specifically because of the origins of our government which was deeply influenced by Christianity, (“[T]he teachings of the Bible are so interwoven and entwined with our whole civic and social life that it would be literally….impossible for us to figure to ourselves what that life would be if these teaching were removed.” – Teddy Roosevelt) there are many more things involved.   
We have a list of civic duties that are ours just by right of being a citizen.  Duties and responsibilities are things that we have a particular burden of obligation upon us to accomplish.  Not all of these are legally required of every citizen, but they are the responsibility of each, nonetheless.  According to the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services we have the responsibility to:
· Support and defend the Constitution
· Stay informed of the issues affecting one’s community
· Participate in the democratic process
· Respect (to show regard or consideration for) and obey federal, state, and local laws
· Respect the rights, beliefs, and opinions of others
· Participate in your local community
· Pay income and other taxes honestly, and on time, to federal, state, and local authorities
· Serve on a jury when called upon
· Defend the country if the need should arise
Even with these being only some of our duties, I suggest that submitting to our government encompasses all of the above, (and more,) as well.
The first point above – support and defend the Constitution – should be something everyone understands.  Unfortunately, that doesn’t seem to be the case.  In this time of government overreach and power grabs, how many citizens are remembering they have this duty?  How many Christians and Christian pastors? 
Furthermore, let’s drill down on the third point above:  What does it mean to participate in the democratic process?  Well, there are many ways that we can do this, and people do this in different ways, but below is a small list of some examples:
· Ask a friend how they feel about a specific issue
· Become involved in local associations
· Attend community meetings
· Run for office
· Encourage others to vote
· Give feedback to public officials
· Give feedback to the media
· Give feedback to companies
· Protest over something you feel strongly about
· Pursue injustices, even at personal inconvenience
· Sign initiatives or petitions you agree with
· Talk about current events with your family
· Vote
· Work at a polling location
· Write letters to your local mayor, congressman, governor, or other elected official
· Write blogs, articles, social media detailing your political views
These are all permitted, and under the heading of participating in the democratic process. 
When a Christian disagrees with government policy and then takes it upon himself to do one of the above actions, he is, in fact, not disobeying, but rather submitting to American government.  He still has to follow that law, as far as it is a law, and no further.  This is the beauty of America.  We are not under a tyrannical rule that requires us to “submit and shut up,” but rather one in which we may object, protest, and even work to reverse that law.  This is all still submitting to the government.
What is my purpose in writing this?  I feel that Christians pastors in America have for many years now encouraged American Christians to passively sit by while unjust and immoral laws and rulings are flooding the nation (with the one major exception being abortion.)  I believe they have done a grave disservice to those they lead by downplaying the role we have as citizens, and creating a culture of sitting back and “letting God take care of it.”  But how does God act?  Throughout history, God has mainly acted through the actions of people.  If we sit back and don’t do anything when there is much to do, God may choose to act through someone else, or miraculously, or He may just choose to give us the results of our non-action.  I believe this is the state we find ourselves in today.  
In the present Coronavirus outbreak, this is a vital point.  Those of us who are calling for responsible reporting of actual numbers (as opposed to only models and projections,) comparisons with previous pandemics, and other reasoned discussions are labeled as science-deniers.  This is the same rhetoric espoused when skeptics question Global Warming, Gender Fluidity, and any number of other things in which we might disagree with the culture.  The big difference in this case, is that many, if not most, of pastors have jumped into the boat with the media and condemned any questioning of the so-called “experts.”
Those of us doing the things on the above participation-in-the-democratic-process list, are submitting to the government.  Pastors should realize that people’s exercise of civic responsibilities vary in how they appear.  It would be wonderful if those pastors would refrain from condemning others for taking up some responsibilities that they are not willing themselves to take up.  It would be even better if they would preach to their congregations what it actually means to submit to the government here in America, instead of allowing congregants to believe it means they have to give in to every unjust and illegal thing those governing them come up with.
Participation in the democratic process is the "by the people" part of the Gettysburg Address.  Our forefathers envisioned a government where we were all involved.  Unfortunately, many people these days think that means only voting (even without being informed.)  
As the story goes, Mrs. Powel of Philadelphia asked this question to Benjamin Franklin, who, in 1787, had been part of the secret deliberations of the Constitutional Convention:
“Well, Doctor, what have we got—a Republic or a Monarchy?”
“A Republic, if you can keep it.”
Can we keep it? As Christians in a self-governing land, we have to remember that:
· Government is “God’s servant,” and who knows best how to serve God and others but Christians?  Although, ultimately, all authority is from God, in a real sense in our country, it is by definition a power derived from the people.  If God’s people refuse to be involved, all the power and influence will come from those who will get involved, generally to a detrimental effect.  (Romans 13:4; Proverbs 11:1, 12:22, 11:20, 8:30; Hebrews 13:16)
· If we avoid our civic duties, we are giving a tacit endorsement of the status quo.  The Bible encourages us to good works.  Here is a major field for good works that the modern church likes to ignore. (James 4:17; Proverbs 18:9, 12:24; 14:23; 2 Chronicles 7:14; John 8:32)
· As people who are commanded by God to love our neighbor, by the government to engage in certain civic duties, and by common sense to wish and pray for the welfare of our nation, why would we ignore being informed and taking action when necessary?  As FRC asks in an online article, “Can Christians really care for their neighbors if they don’t engage in politics, the arena where a society’s basic rights and freedoms are shaped?  Further, given the United States’ outsized influence in the world, how can American Christians love the people of the nations without having a vested interest in how their own government approaches the issue of religious liberty and human rights worldwide – issues which go to the heart of the imago dei?” 
· The principle that our government authority is by consent of the governed is taken from the Bible. (Deuteronomy 16:18, Deuteronomy 1:13-15) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]“As a citizen of Heaven, the Christian individual is responsible to God and exists to serve him and humankind in obedience to God's law. It is of utmost importance that we acknowledge that in America, which is a government of, by, and for the people, the citizens are technically the governors because they are given the responsibility of choosing their own leaders and holding them accountable. This is unique in the history of civilization. To neglect to take a stand on vital issues of the day is to neglect one’s responsibilities and face losing our privileges. Complacency toward obeying God over man always leads to slavery. Submitting to God in America means we set the standard of submission; i.e., we do not submit to fear of man or disease - we obey the call of God to fulfill our mission at all costs.” – Roger Wheelock, GTI Ministries
The Biblical teaching on the Ten Talents speaks directly to this.  Here in America, we have been given the ten talents.  Unfortunately for America, most of us have gone and hidden them all in the sand.
Food for thought, I hope.

